SUPERVISOR REPORT:  AS THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK YOU FOR A CHANCE TO REPRESENT THE RESIDENTS OF RAPID RIVER.

THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD HAS BEEN WORKING DILIGENTLY TO PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE REPRESENTATION FOR OUR RESIDENTS.

LAST YEAR THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD APPOINTED A ZONING COMMISSION AND ADOPTED AN INTERIM ZONING ORDINANCE.  THIS INTERIM ZONING ORDINANCE HAS TRANSFERRED RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP ZONING AUTHORITY FROM KALKASKA COUNTY TO THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD.

THE PARKS BOARD HAS BEEN WORKING ON DEVELOPING THE TOWNSHIP’S TWO PIECES OF PROPERTY TO BETTER SERVE OUR RESIDENTS.  ONE IS A 10 ACRE COMMUNITY CENTER ADJACENT TO THE TOWNSHIP HALL.  THE OTHER LOCATION IS AN 80 ACRE PARCEL AT CROY LAKE WHICH WILL BE TURNED INTO A NATURE AREA.  I AM EXCITED FOR THESE PROJECT COMPLETIONS AND THE RESIDENTS TO START UTILIZING THEM.  I WOULD ALSO ENCOURAGE RESIDENTS TO BECOME MORE INVOLVED WITH THESE PROJECTS.

DUE TO THE SUCCESS OF LAST YEARS BRINE APPLICATION, THE RPAID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD WILL BE SOLICITING FOR BIDS AGAIN THIS YEAR TO APPLY BRINE ON OUR GRAVEL ROADS.  THIS BRINE WILL BE UTILIZED TO SUPPLEMENT THE BRINE APPLIED BY THE ROAD COMMISSION.

SOME OF THE OTHER ISSUES CONCERNING THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD ARE:  BROADBAND INTERNET, GIS MAPPING, ROAD PROJECTS, UNDERGROUND GAS STORAGE AND MANY MORE.

I AM ENCOURAGING THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS TO CONTACT THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD WITH QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS REGARDING ANY OF THE ISSUES MENTIONED AND REMEMBER YOUR BOARD MEETS EVERY SECOND TUESDAY AT 7:00 P.M.  THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP ELECTORS WILL BE HELD JUNE 26TH AT 10:00 A.M. AT THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP HALL;  ALL RESIDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATEND.  THANK YOU,

JOHN S. ROGERS – RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR

ZONING COMMISSION REPORT: IF YOU HAVE NOT NOTICED ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN YOUR LIFE SINCE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP ADOPTED ITS OWN ZONING ORDINANCE, IT MUST MEAN THAT WE’VE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN MAKING A SEAMLESS TRANSITION FROM BEING UNDER COUNTY ZONING CONTROL TO OPERATING NOW UNDER TOWNSHIP CONTROL.  THIS IS NOT SURPRISING, SINCE OUR RAPID RIVER ZONING ORDINANCE IS MODELED DIRECTLY FROM THE COUNTY ORDINANCE AND OPERATES THE SAME WAY.  WE STILL HAVE THE SAME RIGHTS TO OUR PROPERTY USE AND ARE UNDER THE SAME RULES AS TO WHAT WE CAN OR CANNOT DO AS BEFORE.  WE NOW JUST HAVE MORE LOCAL CONTROL OVER THE DECISIONS THAT ARE MADE ABOUT OUR FUTURE LAND USE.

THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP ZONING COMMISSION CONSISTS OF STUART MC KINNON, CHAIR; TODD CHWASTEK, VICE CHAIR; MIKE MORAN, BOARD SECRETARY; TERRY WILLIAMS AND BOB CROSBY, COMMISSIONERS.  PHYLLIS SENSKE IS THE RECORDING SECRETARY.  BILL CAMPBELL IS OUR ZONING ADMINISTRATOR AND IS EXPERIENCED IN THIS ROLE BECAUSE HE HAS ALSO SERVED IN THAT CAPACITY IN BLUE LAKE TOWNSHIP FOR SEVERAL YEARS.  HIS OFFICE HOURS ARE FRIDAYS, NOON TO 2 P.M. AND SATURDAYS 8 A.M. TO 10 A.M.   OUR REGULAR MEETINGS ARE ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7 P.M. AT THE TOWNSHIP HALL, 1010 PHELPS ROAD.  THE PUBLIC IS ALWAYS WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND THESE MEETINGS.

THE COMMISSION IS GETTING READY TO MAKE A FURTHER TRANSITION, REQUIRED BY LAW BEFORE JULY OF 2011.  THEY WILL BECOME A PLANNING COMMISSION WITH ZONING AUTHORITY, UNDER THE MICHIGAN PLANNING ENABLING ACT, PA 33 OF 2008. AT THAT TIME, ALL ZONING COMMISSIONS IN THE ENTIRE STATE WILL HAVE TO MAKE THIS TRANSITION.  WE INVITE AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO ATTEND THE PUBLIC HEARINGS WHICH WILL BE HELD DURING THIS PROCESS, TO WATCH YOUR TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT AT WORK.  TO CONTACT THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OR THE ZONING COMMISSION, CALL 231 258-2943.

MIKE MORAN – BOARD SECRETARY

TOWNSHIP REPRESENATIVES:                                 HOSPITAL REP:  RUTH CRAWFORD                                    ROAD REP:  DAVE MILLER                                   COUNTY COMMISSIONER: LOU NEMETH NUISANCE OFFICER:  IAN CASE                SEXTON:  DAVID MC KINNON                            PARKS COMMITTEE:  MARSHA HANNA            ZONING CHAIR:  STUART MC KINNON               ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:  BILL CAMPBELL

COMMUNITY PARKS AND RECREATION REPORT:
DROP BY AND SEE WHAT IS HAPPENING AT YOUR RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP PARKS!  AS SPRING EASES ITS WAY INTO KALKASKA COUNTY, WE CAN FINALLY GET OUT AND CONTINUE MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE COMMUNITY PARK, RIGHT NEXT TO THE TOWNSHIP HALL.  YOUR FAMILY IS WELCOME TO USE THE NEW PLAY STRUCTURE, VIEW THE SITE FOR THE COMMUNITY GARDEN AND DREAM ABOUT THE WAY THE PARK WILL GROW AND CHANGE TO FIT OUR RESIDENTS’ NEEDS.

A SERIES OF WORK-N-PLAY DAYS ARE SCHEDULED FOR 10 A.M. THE SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH (JUNE 12TH, JULY 10TH, AUGUST 14TH AND SEPTEMBER 11TH).  WE’LL BE THERE WORKING AND WILL HAVE REFRESHMENTS FOR ANY VOLUNTEERS WHO SHOW UP TO HELP WITH THE CHORES.  THE KIDS CAN MEET THEIR FRIENDS THERE AND PLAY ON THE PLAY STRUCTURE AND ANYONE BRINGING SNACKS TO SHARE WILL BE SHOWERED WITH PRAISE AND THANKS BY ALL THE OTHER VOLUNTEERS.

ENGINEERING DRAWINGS ARE NEEDED SO THAT WE CAN DO THE MAJOR TASKS OF BUILDING A PAVILION, CREATING A PARKING AREA AND A PARK ACCESS ROAD, SO THE TOWNSHIP HAS HIRED A PROFESSIONAL PLANNING/LANDSCAPING ENGINEERING FIRM TO HELP US DEVELOP THE DESIGN AND DRAWINGS AND A PARKS AND RECREATION 5-YEAR MASTER PLAN.  THESE ARE REQUIRED 

FOR US TO APPLY FOR GRANT MONEY TO HELP US BUILD OUR PARKS.

A KICK-OFF MEETING WITH THE ENGINEERING/PLANNING CONSULTANTS WILL BE HELD WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 AT 6:40 P.M. WATCH FOR NOTICES AND PLAN TO COME AND PARTICIPATE.  OUR PLANS WILL BE ALL THE BETTER WITH YOUR INVOLVEMENT.  WATCH FOR THE “PARKS EVENTS” NOTICE BOARD NEAR THE PLAY STRUCTURE.  WE WILL POST THINGS LIKE SOCIAL EVENTS AT THE PARK, SITE PLANS AS THEY ARE DEVELOPED, NOTICES OF MEETINGS AND HEARINGS, ETC.  PLEASE STOP BY AND CHECK IT OUT…AND BRING THE KIDS TO PLAY!  AND IF YOU FEEL LIKE GIVING SOMETHING BACK FOR THE ENJOYMENT THE KIDS HAVE WITH THE PARK, HOW ABOUT HELPING WITH PLANTING AT THE COMMUNITY GARDEN--OR BRING SOME REFRESHMENTS TO A PLANNING SESSION?  THIS CAN BE A FUN ACTIVITY FOR PARENTS AND KIDS ALIKE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:                            IAN CASE   676-2126                                                 MARSHA HANNA   350-0953                                         JOHN ROGERS    676-2917

TOWNSHIP WEB SITE:

VISIT THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP WEB SITE AT, www.kalkaskacounty.net  GO TO KALKASKA COUNTY GOVERNMENT – ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE PAGE GO TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT.  CLICK ON THAT AND ALL OF THE COUNTY TOWNSHIPS WILL COME UP.  GO TO RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP.  THE WEB SITE WILL BE UPDATED MONTHLY WITH THE TOWNSHIP BOARD MINUTES, NOTICES, SPECIAL INTEREST ITEMS AND MUCH MORE.

WE HOPE ALL WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE SPRING CLEAN UP.

RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP MEETINGS ARE HELD THE 2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7 P.M. AT THE TOWN HALL – 1010 PHELPS ROAD, KALKASKA, MICHIGAN 49646. PHONE/ANSWER MACHINE: 231 258-2943 – FAX: 231 384-4045.
