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YOU ARE INVITED

Rapid River Township Parks and Recreation Committee
invites you to a fun, informative and “recreatfional” evening.

Who: Residents of all ages and recreational interests can come hear some ideas from
our Parks & Recreation designers

Refreshments will be provided
What: The Township is moving forward with plans to develop a picnic shelter and/or
other recreational improvements to the Township Community Park and Croy Lake
Park as soon as Fall of this year
Where: Rapid River Township Hall,
1010 Phelps Road Northeast Kalkaska, M| 49646-9429
When: Wednesday June 2, 2010 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm

Why Now's a great chance to give us your ideas in person and help us create our
vision for recreation in Rapid River Township for the next 20 years

Come see some possibilifies for our Parks
and help us create a vision for a new and
improved Rapid River Community Center.
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DRAFT

Rapid River Township
Recreation Plan Adoption
Public Notice

Rapid River Township has created a DRAFT Recreation Plan to assist with its development of
recreation and resource conservation goals and objectives and to establish recreation grant
eligibility for the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund. A public hearing will be held at which
time the DRAFT plan will be reviewed and receive comment.

The Township Board is scheduled to adopt the Recreation Plan following public comment. The
public hearing is scheduled for 7:00 pm, on Thursday, September 21, 2010 at the Rapid River
Township Hall at 1010 Phelps Road, Kalkaska, Michigan 49646. All citizens and interested
persons are welcome and encouraged to attend and comment.

Valerie Hansen, Township Clerk



TOWNSHIP REPRESENTATIVES:
HOSPITAL REP: RUTH CRAWFORD

ROAD REP: DAVE MILLER

COUNTY COMMISSIONER: LOU NEMETH
NUISANCE OFFICER: 1AN CASE

SEXTON: DAVE MC KINNON

PARKS COMMITTEE: MARSHA HANNA
ZONING CHAIR: STUART MC KINNON
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: BILL CAMPBELL

COMMUNITY PARKS AND RECREATION
REPORT:

DROP BY AND SEE WHAT IS HAPPENING AT
YOUR RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP PARKS! AS
SPRING EASES ITS WAY INTO KALKASKA
COUNTY, WE CAN FINALLY GET OUT AND
CONTINUE MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE
COMMUNITY PARK, RIGHT NEXT TO THE
TOWNSHIP HALL. YOUR FAMILY IS WELCOME
TO USE THE NEW PLAY STRUCTURE, VIEW THE
SITE FOR THE COMMUNITY GARDEN AND
DREAM ABOUT THE WAY THE PARK WILL
GROW AND CHANGE TO FIT OUR RESIDENTS’
NEEDS.

A SERIES OF WORK-N-PLAY DAYS ARE
SCHEDULED FOR 10 AM. THE SECOND
SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH (JUNE 12™, JULY
10™, AUGUST 14™ AND SEPTEMBER 11™).
WE’LL BE THERE WORKING AND WILL HAVE
REFRESHMENTS FOR ANY VOLUNTEERS WHO
SHOW UP TO HELP WITH THE CHORES. THE
KIDS CAN MEET THEIR FRIENDS THERE AND
PLAY ON THE PLAY STRUCTURE AND ANYONE
BRINGING SNACKS TO SHARE WILL BE
SHOWERED WITH PRAISE AND THANKS BY ALL
THE OTHER VOLUNTEERS.

ENGINEERING DRAWINGS ARE NEEDED SO
THAT WE CAN DO THE MAJOR TASKS OF
BUILDING A PAVILION, CREATING A PARKING
AREA AND A PARK ACCESS ROAD, SO THE
TOWNSHIP HAS HIRED A PROFESSIONAL
PLANNING/LANDSCAPING ENGINEERING FIRM
TO HELP US DEVELOP THE DESIGN AND
DRAWINGS AND A PARKS AND RECREATION 5-
YEAR MASTER PLAN. THESE ARE REQUIRED

FOR US TO APPLY FOR GRANT MONEY TO HELP
US BUILD OUR PARKS.

A KICK-OFF MEETING WITH THE
ENGINEERING/PLANNING CONSULTANTS WILL
BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 AT 6:40 P.M.
WATCH FOR NOTICES AND PLAN TO COME AND
PARTICIPATE. OUR PLANS WILL BE ALL THE
BETTER WITH YOUR INVOLVEMENT. WATCH
FOR THE “PARKS EVENTS” NOTICE BOARD
NEAR THE PLAY STRUCTURE. WE WILL POST
THINGS LIKE SOCIAL EVENTS AT THE PARK,
SITE PLANS AS THEY ARE DEVELOPED,
NOTICES OF MEETINGS AND HEARINGS, ETC.
PLEASE STOP BY AND CHECK IT OUT...AND
BRING THE KIDS TO PLAY! AND IF YOU FEEL
LIKE GIVING SOMETHING BACK FOR THE
ENJOYMENT THE KIDS HAVE WITH THE PARK,
HOW ABOUT HELPING WITH PLANTING AT THE
COMMUNITY GARDEN—OR BRING SOME
REFRESHMENTS TO A PLANNING SESSION?
THIS CAN BE A FUN ACTIVITY FOR PARENTS
AND KIDS ALIKE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
IAN CASE 676-2126

MARSHA HANNA 350-0953
JOHN ROGERS 676-2917

TOWNSHIP WEB SITE:

VISIT THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP WEB SITE
AT  www.kalkaskacounty.net. GO TO KALKASKA
COUNTY GOVERNMENT - ON THE LEFT SIDE OF
THE PAGE GO TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT. CLICK
ON THAT AND ALL OF THE COUNTY
TOWNSHIPS WILL COME UP. GO TO RAPID
RIVER TOWNSHIP. THE WEB SITE WILL BE
UPDATED MONTHLY WITH THE TOWNSHIP
BOARD MINUTES, NOTICES, SPECIAL INTEREST
ITEMS AND MUCH MORE.

WE HOPE ALL WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE
SPRING CLEAN UP.

RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP MEETINGS ARE HELD
THE 2"° TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7 P.M.
AT THE TOWN HALL - 1010 PHELPS ROAD,
KALKASKA, MICHIGAN 49646. PHONE/ANSWER
MACHINE: 231 258-2943 — FAX: 231 384-4045.



SUPERVISOR REPORT: AS THE RAPID RIVER
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 1 WOULD LIKE TO TAKE
THIS OPPURTUNITY TO THANK YOU FOR A CHANCE
TO REPRESENT THE RESIDENTS OF RAPID RIVER.

THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD HAS BEEN
WORKING DILIGENTLY TO PROVIDE THE BEST
POSSIBLE REPRESENTATION FOR OUR RESIDENTS.

LAST YEAR THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD
APPOINTED A ZONING COMMISSION AND ADOPTED
AN INTERIM ZONING ORDINANCE. THIS INTERIM
ZONING ORDINANCE HAS TRANSFERRED RAPID
RIVER TOWNSHIP ZONING AUTHORITY FROM
KALKASKA COUNTY TO THE RAPID RIVER
TOWNSHIP BOARD.

THE PARKS BOARD HAS BEEN WORKING ON
DEVELOPING THE TOWNSHIP’S TWO PIECES OF
PROPERTY TO BETTER SERVE OUR RESIDENTS. ONE
IS A 10 ACRE COMMUNITY CENTER ADJACENT TO
THE TOWNSHIP HALL. THE OTHER LOCATION IS AN
80 ACRE PARCEL AT CROY LAKE WHICH WILL BE
TURNED INTO A NATURE AREA. | AM EXCITED FOR
THESE PROJECT COMPLETIONS AND THE RESIDENTS
TO START UTILIZING THEM. I WOULD ALSO
ENCOURAGE RESIDENTS TO BECOME MORE
INVOLVED WITH THESE PROJECTS.

DUE TO THE SUCCESS OF LAST YEARS BRINE
APPLICATION, THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD
WILL BE SOLICITING FOR BIDS AGAIN THIS YEAR TO
APPLY BRINE ON OUR GRAVEL ROADS. THIS BRINE
WILL BE UTILIZED TO SUPPLEMENT THE BRINE
APPLIED BY THE ROAD COMMISSION.

SOME OF THE OTHER ISSUES CONCERNING THE
RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD ARE: BROADBAND
INTERNET, GIS MAPPING, ROAD PROJECTS,
UNDERGROOUND GAS STORAGE AND MANY MORE.

I AM ENCOURAGING THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP
RESIDENTS TO CONTACT THE RAPID RIVER
TOWNSHIP BOARD WITH QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS
REGARDING ANY OF THE ISSUES MENTIONED AND
REMEMBER YOUR BOARD MEETS EVERY SECOND
TUESDAY AT 7:00 P.M. THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP ELECTORS WILL BE
HELD JUNE 26™ AT 10:00 A.M. AT THE RAPID RIVER
TOWNSHIP HALL; ALL RESIDENTS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. THANK YOU,

JOHN S. ROGERS - RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISOR

ZONING COMMISSION REPORT: IF YOU HAVE NOT
NOTICED ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN YOUR LIFE
SINCE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP ADOPTED ITS OWN
ZONING ORDINANCE, IT MUST MEAN THAT WE’VE
BEEN SUCESSFUL IN MAKING A SEAMLESS
TRANSITION FROM BEING UNDER COUNTY ZONING
CONTROL TO OPERATING NOW UNDER TOWNSHIP
CONTROL. THIS IS NOT SURPRISING, SINCE OUR
RAPID RIVER ZONING ORDINANCE IS MODELED
DIRECTLY FROM THE COUNTY ORDINANCE AND
OPERATES THE SAME WAY. WE STILL HAVE THE
SAME RIGHTS TO OUR PROPERTY USE AND ARE
UNDER THE SAME RULES AS TO WHAT WE CAN OR
CANNOT DO AS BEFORE. WE NOW JUST HAVE MORE
LOCAL CONTROL OVER THE DECISIONS THAT ARE
MADE ABOUT OUR FUTURE LAND USE.

THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP ZONING COMMISSION
CONSISTS OF STUART MC KINNON, CHAIR; TODD
CHWASTEK, VICE CHAIR; MIKE MORAN, BOARD
SECRETARY; TERRY WILLIAMS AND BOB CROSBY,
COMMISSIONERS. PHYLLIS SENSKE IS THE
RECORDING SECRETARY. BILL CAMPBELL IS OUR
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR AND IS EXPERIENCED IN
THIS ROLE BECAUSE HE HAS ALSO SERVED IN THAT
CAPACITY IN BLUE LAKE TOWNSHIP FOR SEVERAL
YEARS. HIS OFFICE HOURS ARE FRIDAYS, NOON TO
2 P.M. AND SATURDAYS 8 AM. TO 10 AM. OUR
REGULAR MEETINGS ARE ON THE SECOND
THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7 P.M. AT THE
TOWNSHIP HALL, 1010 PHELPS ROAD. THE PUBLIC IS
ALWAYS WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND
THESE MEETINGS.

THE COMMISSION IS GETTING READY TO MAKE A
FURTHER TRANSITION, REQUIRED BY LAW BEFORE
JULY OF 2011. THEY WILL BECOME A PLANNING
COMMISSION WITH ZONING AUTHORITY, UNDER
THE MICHIGAN PLANNING ENABLING ACT, PA 33 OF
2008. AT THAT TIME, ALL ZONING COMMISSIONS IN
THE ENTIRE STATE WILL HAVE TO MAKE THIS
TRANSITION. WE INVITE AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO
ATTEND THE PIBLIC HEARINGS WHICH WILL BE
HELD DURING THIS PROCESS, TO WATCH YOUR
TOWNHIP GOVERNMENT AT WORK. TO CONTACT
THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OR THE ZONING
COMMISSION, CALL 231 258-2943.

MIKE MORAN - BOARD SECRETARY



rning Star
Publishing Company

Any discrepancy in advertising charges must be
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866-868-0441 : AGING OF ACCOUNTS

T
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Check or Money Order
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05/17/2010 Payment - CHECK (5488) -77.70
05/05/2010 Leader & Kalkaskian Display Ad 2.0x7.00 14 Inches 1

Subtotal - MDIS0378003 Rapid River Twp. Brine Blds 14.00 1 88.20
05/05/2010 Leader & Kalkaskian Display Ad 2.0x125  2.50 Inches 1

Subtotal - MDIS0378004 Raplid River Spec. Meeting 2.50 1 15.75
05/05/2010 Leader & Kalkaskian Dispiay Ad 2.0x225 4.50Inches 1

Subtotal - MDIS0378005 RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP MOWING BIDS 4.50 1 28.35
05/26/2010 Leader & Kalkaskian Display Ad 2.0x3.00 6 Inches 1

Subtotal - MDIS0381474 Parks & Rec Workshop 6.00 1 37.80
05/30/2010 Balance 170.10
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RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP
KALKASKA COUNTY
RESOLUTION # OF 2010

RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION
Rapid River Township Park, Recreation, Open Space, & Greenway Plan

At a regular meeting of the Rapid River Township board, held in the Township Hall in the County
of Kalkaska, Michigan, on the 21 day of September, 2010, there were
PRESENT:

ABSENT:

The following resolution was offered by , and supported by

WHEREAS, the Rapid River Township has undertaken a Five Year Park, Recreation, Open
Space, & Greenway Plan (Recreation Plan) which provides an inventory of existing recreation
facilities, prospective public facilities, and an action program to be taken for improvement and
maintenance of recreation facilities during the period between 2010 and 2014, and

WHEREAS, several public comment and input sessions were held as noted in the appendix of the
stated Recreation Plan, to allow opinions to be expressed, discuss the opportunities and challenges,
ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the Recreation Plan, and

WHEREAS, the Rapid River Township has developed a Recreation Plan concurrent with the needs
and desires of its citizens, for the benefit of the entire community, and

WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the Rapid River Township board voted to adopt said
Recreation Plan, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Rapid River Township board hereby adopts the
above stated Five Year Park, Recreation, Open Space, & Greenway Plan as a guideline for
improving recreation for the residents of the Rapid River Township.

Motion by , 2 by,

YES:
NO:

ABSTAIN:
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED

RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN

By:

John Rogers, Township Supervisor



I, the undersigned, the Clerk of the Rapid River Township, Kalkaska County, Michigan, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain proceedings taken by the
Rapid River Township boatd at its regular meeting held on September 21, 2010, relative to
adoption of the resolution therein set forth; that said meeting was conducted and public notice of
said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being
Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will
be or have been made available as required by said Act.

Dated:

Valerie Hansen, Township Clerk
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Rapid River Township

Rapid River Parks & Recreation Committee

Recreation Survey Results
September 2009

technical assistance provided by:

“8 Northwest Michigan
‘( Council of Governments

WWW.NWM.org




Background

In March of 2009, the Rapid River Township Park and Recreation Committee requested that the
Northwest Michigan Council of Governments (www.nwm.org) assist with the development and
analysis of a Recreation Survey.

The Recreation Survey was primarily designed to provide input on future development or facility
opportunities with regard to two distinct township properties: the Township Hall property (10
acres) and the Croy Lake Woods property (80 acres).

Methodology

The Recreation Survey was designed with significant input by the Parks and Recreation
Committee Chair. It was determined that the survey would be in printed questionnaire form and
be limited in the number of questions to provide for greater ease of use and, ultimately,
participation. The Recreation Survey was included with the “Rapid River Township Newsletter”
that was mailed in April of 2009 to all property holders in the Township.

The Recreation Survey stated a return to be no later than June 1, 2009. Respondents of the
survey returned, via postage paid mail, their questionnaires to the Rapid River Township Hall
care of the Parks and Recreation Committee.

Digitally scanned copies of the newsletter and corresponding survey can be found in the
appendix of this report.

Analysis

Upon delivery from the Parks and Recreation Committee Chair, Northwest Michigan Council of
Governments (NWMCOG) staff entered the completed survey into a Zoomerang account®.
NWMCOG staff was provided with and entered eighty-nine (89) completed surveys. Both
partial and complete surveys were entered for the purposes of analysis. All statistical analysis
was done using Zoomerang tool and Excel software.

Raw data can be found in the appendix of this report.

! Zoomerang (www.zoomerang.com) is an Internet-based survey tool.




Results

Question #1: Preferred use of the Township Hall Property (respondents were asked check the
development/facility options they would like to see and to rank their preferences)

Responses in ascending order by frequency:

Pavilion/Picnic Sites
Walking/Hiking Trails
Child Play Equipment

Child Play Areas

Natural Areas

Community Garden

Biking Trails

Basketball Hoops
Baseball/Softball Diamond

Cross Country Skiing/Snowshoing
Soccer Field

Frisbee Golf Course

Other, please specify

Horse Riding Trails

Relevant Respondent Comments (specific mention of Township Hall Property):

e Have the 10 acre piece as sport picnic area. Have the 80 acres as a nature area. If
swimming is included do you nee to have life guards?

e Good child play areas/equipment already located at school in Rapid City. My grandkids
called it the best playground ever! Why duplicate?

e Additional sports fields would be based on need,; is there a shortage of baseball,
basketball or child play areas? How will this be paid for? 10 acres seems small for many
of these items.

e We have rented the township hall a couple of times and would have liked a place for the
younger children to play. The pavilion/picnic sites would have bee another place for
family get together away from the other crowds. Consider handicap accessibility to some
of these sites. We have parents in their 90's and it would be nice for them as well as
younger handicapped people.

e I’m not sure there is enough need for any recreation facilities at the Township Hall
property. | am not sure the expense is worth the facilities. | would like Rapid River
Township Board to support the ORV ordinance and leave all allowable roads open for
ORYV use.

e Activities at the hall. Like cards, crafts, get to know your neighbor, pot luck

e Keep Croy Lake Woods Natural and Low people impact. Direct the higher people use of
a park to the town hall park



Question #2: Preferred use of the Croy Lake Woods Property (respondents were asked check
the development/facility options they would like to see and to rank their preferences)

Responses in ascending order by frequency:

Walking/Hiking Trails
Natural Areas
Pavilion/Picnic Sites
Fishing/Swimming

Cross Country Skiing/Snowshoing
Child Play Areas

Child Play Equipment
Community Garden
Frisbee Golf Course
Horse Riding Trails
Basketball Hoops
Baseball/Softball Diamond
Other, please specify

Soccer Field

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Relevant Respondent Comments (specific mention of Croy Lake Woods Property):

e Fishing is something a lot of people enjoy. I think a fish stocking program formed by a
raffle fund raiser would be a great idea. Have a fishing contest w/modest entry fee, food
concessions to give financial support to the program. Pizza donated by local businesses.
50/50 raffle on day of fishing contest. DNR would need to monitor for illegal activity.

e Keep Croy Lake Woods Natural and Low people impact. Direct the higher people use of
a park to the town hall park.

e Have the 10 acre piece as sport picnic area. Have the 80 acres as a nature area. If
swimming is included do you nee to have life guards?

e Croy Lake is isolated enough that security of equipment and safety of walker/hikers &
kids may be an issue. Have some plan for periodic fix-up/clean up so it remains
attractive. ( both sites) Fishing might be made catch & release- it's a small lake. .or how
about a young kids fishing derby? These parks are a welcome addition to the township.
Hopefully they will become center for creating a sense of "community" in our area. |
would hope that some of the produce from a community garden might be used to donate
to elderly/needy folks in our area.

e Our property borders the Croy Lake Woods. Whom ever stripped the lumber made a big
mess Many logs left laying and lots of stumps.

e Give area for family who are in meetings etc. to have other family-children play in a
natural open free area. Many other places have scheduled-structured games etc but no
free play. Grew up having Sunday afternoon picnics at Croy Lake. Wonderful to see it
revised.



Summary and Possible Next Steps

Overall response to Rapid River Recreation Survey was very good, especially considering the
small population of the Township. Eighty-nine (89) returned surveys equates to approximately
9% of the total population and 16% of the total households in Rapid River Township?.

In regards to the Township Hall Property, the frequency of responses suggests that the
respondents expressed greatest interest in improvements that support pavilion/picnic sites,
walking/hiking trails, child play equipment, child play areas, and natural areas. There appears to
be a clear favorability to gathering areas that support child activity combined with natural areas
supporting a trail network.

In regards to the Croy Lake Woods Property, the frequency of responses suggests that the
respondents expressed greatest interest in improvements that support walking/hiking trails,
natural areas, pavilion/picnic sites, fishing/swimming, and cross country skiing/snowshoeing.
There appears to be a clear favorability to natural areas supporting a four season trail network, a
gathering area, and access to swimming and fishing in Croy Lake.

Of the direct comments received via the survey, most were positive and supportive of a
Township role in the creation of recreation opportunities. Additionally, many people provided
very specific ideas for recreation opportunities. However, there were some negative comments
that primarily focused on expense.

In response to this survey, Rapid River Township, in coordination with its Parks and Recreation
Committee, might want to explore the possibility of creating a Township-specific Parks and
Recreation Plan. A Parks and Recreation Plan offers a means to further identify the
community’s highest recreation priorities and to formalize an implementation road map for the
recreation goals and objectives identified by the community. Furthermore, a formal Parks and
Recreation Plan is required by the Department of Natural Resources in order to receive Michigan
Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) grant dollars®. MNRTF dollars are an extremely
common way for communities to implement their recreation goals.

2 Calculations are based on 2000 Census information. Assumes a total population of 1,005 and 556
households.

% The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) has been in place since 1976. It provides
financial assistance to local governments and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to purchase
land or rights in land for public recreation or protection of land because of its environmental importance or
its scenic beauty. It also assists in the appropriate development of land for public outdoor recreation.

The MNRTF is supported by annual revenues from the development of State-owned mineral resources,
largely oil and gas. It is governed by Article 9, Section 35 of the State Constitution and Part 19 of the
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 451 PA 1994, as amended. The program is
administered by the MNRTF Board of Trustees and the Grants Management office of the DNR




Appendix

RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP NEWSLETTER

SUPERVISOR REPORT:

AS THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR I
WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
THANK YOU FOR A CHANCE TO REPRESENT THE
RESIDENTS OF RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP.

THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD HAS BEEN
WORKING DILIGENTLY TO PROVIDE THE BEST
POSSIBLE REPRESENTATION FOR OUR RESIDENTS.

RECENTLY THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD
HAS APPOINTED A ZONING COMMISSION AND IS
IN THE PROCESS OF ADOPTING AN INTERIM
ZONING ORDINANCE. THIS INTERIM ZONING
ORDINANCE, ONCE ADOPTED BY THE RAPID
RIVER BOARD AND PUT INTO EFFECT, WOULD
TRANSFER RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP ZONING
AUTHORITY FROM KALKASKA COUNTY TO THE
RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD.

THE PARKS BOARD HAS BEEN WORKING ON
DEVELOPING THE TOWNSHIP'S TWO PIECES OF
PROPERTY TO BETTER SERVE OUR RESIDENTS.
ONE BEING A COMMUNITY CENTER WITH A
PLAYGROUND AND PAVILION AND THE OTHER
BEING AN 80 ACRES WALKING TRAIL. 1 AM
EXCITED FOR THESE PROJECT COMPLETIONS AND
THE RESIDENTS TO START UTILIZING THEM. I
WOULD ALSO ENCOURAGE RESIDENTS TO
BECOME MORE INVOLVED WITH THESE
PROJECTS.

THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD HAS
SOLICITED BIDS TO APPLY BRINE ON OUR
GRAVEL ROADS. THIS BRINE WILL BE UTILIZED
TO SUPPLEMENT THE BRINE APPLIED BY THE
ROAD COMMISSION.

SOME OF THE OTHER ISSUES CONCERNING THE
RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD ARE THE ORV
ORDINANCE, WHICH WAS PASSED BY THE
COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND
ALLOWS ORVS IN THE TRAVELED PORTION OF
COUNTY ROADS. THE PROPOSED SOLID WASTE
AMENDMENTS, WHICH IF PASSED WOULD ALLOW
FOR:

1. THE IMPORTATION OF SOLID WASTES INTO
KALKASKA COUNTY FROM 54 OTHER
COUNTIES.

2. A SOLID WASTE GASIFICATION PLANT.

3. A SOLID WASTE PROCESSING FACILITY ON
WOOD ROAD IN RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP.

ALL OF THESE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WOULD
PERTAIN TO AMERICAN WASTE ONLY. RAPID
RIVER TOWNSHIP ENCOURAGES ITS RESIDENTS
TO ATTEND THE SOLID WASTE COMMITTEE
PUBLIC HEARING MAY 21°" AT THE KALISIUM
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THESE AMENDMENTS.

I AM ENCOURAGING THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP
RESIDENTS TO CONTACT THE RAPID RIVER
TOWNSHIP BOARD WITH QUESTIONS OR
CONCERNS REGARDING ANY OF THE ISSUES
MENTION AND REMEMBER YOUR BOARD MEETS
EVERY THIRD TUESDAY AT 7 P.M. THE ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP
ELECTORS WILL BE HELD JUNE 27™ AT 10:00 A.M.
AT THE RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP HALL, ALL
RESIDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.

THANK YOU,
JOHN S. ROGERS
RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR

HOSPITAL REPRESENTATIVE

REPORT:

HAPPY SPRING FROM MEMORIAL HEALTH
CENTER! WE ARE ALL LOOKING FORWARD TO
THE WARMER WEATHER AND THE SUN SHINING
ESPECIALLY AFTER THE LONG COLD NORTHERN
MICHIGAN WINTER. HERE AT KMHC WE DID
HAVE AN EXCITING WINTER THAT HELPED US
THROUGH THE WINTER BLUES, WITH OUR BRAND
NEW OUTPATIENT ADDITION OFFICIALLY
OPENING AND MANY NEW OR IMPROVED
SERVICES BEING ADDED.

AFTER THE SUCCESSFUL OPENING OF OUR NEW
OUTPATIENT ADDITION WE ARE LOOKING
FORWARD TO THE COMPLETION OF OUR NEW
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY, THE LATEST
ADDITION TO THE KMHC CAMPUS AND ONGOING
EXPANSION OF SERVICES TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
OUR COMMUNITY.

COMPLETION OF KALKASKA MEMORIAL
ASSISTED LIVING IS ANTICIPATED TO BE
SEPTEMBER 2009. THE STRUCTURE WILL



PROVIDE 24 STUDIO-STYLE AND 20 ONE-BEDROOM
APARTMENTS. THE FACILITY WILL FEATURE A
GREAT ROOM, LIBRARY, CAFE, LARGE OUTDOOR
PORCHES AND BEAUTY SALON AS WELL AS A
SOPHISTICATED EMERGENCY CALL SYSTEM AND
WIRELESS INTERNET THROUGHOUT THE
BUILDING.

INDIVIDUALS AT THE ASSISTED LIVING CAN LIVE
INDEPENDENTLY WITH SUPPORT SERVICES
AVAILABLE AS THEIR NEEDS CHANGE. SOME OF
THE SERVICES AVAILABLE TO RESIDENTS WILL
INCLUDE RESTAURANT STYLE MEALS, PERSONAL
ASSISTANCE, MEDICATION MANAGEMENT,
HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES AND A SCHEDULE
FILLED WITH ACTIVITIES AND SOCIAL
GATHERINGS.

THE ASSISTED LIVING WILL BE LICENSED AS A
“HOME OF THE AGE” WITH THE STATE OF
MICHIGAN FOR UP TO 40 RESIDENTS AND IS
AVAILABLE TO THOSE 60 OR OVER. SPACE HAS
BEEN PLANNED IN THE NEW BUILDING TO
PROVIDE A HOME FOR THE KMHC ADULT DAY
SERVICES AS WELL.

TWO MANAGERS HAVE BEEN HIRED AND ARE
BUSY PLANNING AND MAKING SURE THE
FACILITY WILL BE READY TO OPEN THE DOORS
LATER THIS YEAR. THEY ARE AVAILABLE AND
HAPPY TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT ASSISTED
LIVING AND HOW TO START THE PROCESS OF
BECOMING A RESIDENT. DEPOSITS ARE
CURRENTLY BEING ACCEPTED TO SECURE AN
APARTMENT OF CHOICE FOR FUTURE RESIDENTS.
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO FALL LAURA MURRAY AT
231 258-3030 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

THANK YOU,
RUTH CRAWFORD
RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP REPRESENTATIVE

RESIDENTS: THANK YOU AGAIN - FOR PASSING
THE MILLAGE RENEWALS FOR OUR WEEKLY
REFUSE PICK UP SERVICE, OUR SPRING AND FALL
CURB SIDE CLEAN UP SERVICE AND OUR ROAD
CONSTRUCTION FUND.

ROAD REPORT:

IN ADDITION TO TOWNSHIP BRINING - DAVID
MILLER, OUR ROAD REPRESENTATIVE HAS BEEN
WORKING ON THESE POTENTIAL ROAD PROJECTS:
WIDENING PHELPS ROAD, A TURN-A-ROUND AT
THE RAIL ROAD CROSSING ON WHEELER LAKE
ROAD AND A GRANT FOR WOOD ROAD.

HEY, NEIGHBOR! TOWNSHIP PARKS IN THE
WORKS!

SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT THE AVERAGE
AMERICAN DOESN'T CARE ENOUGH TO HELF OUT
OR PARTICIPATE MUCH IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

HERE’S A CHANCE FOR YOU TO PROVE THEM
WRONG. ALL IT TAKES IS 5 MINUTES OF YOUR
TIME, A PENCIL AND A DESIRE TO HELP YOUR
TOWNSHIP. THIS IS ALL YOU HAVE TO DO:

1. FIND THE QUESTIONNAIRE FOLDED IN WITH
THIS LETTER, ABOUT THE RECREATION
SURVEY FOR RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP PARKS
AND RECREATION

2. THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO
HAVE AVAILABLE IN THE PARKS BEING MADE
IN RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP, FOR YOUR KIDS,
YOUR GRANDKIDS AND YES, EVEN FOR
YO A

3. TAKE THAT PENCIL YOU FOUND AND CHECK
THE BOXES ON THE HANDY, SELF-ADDRESSED,
STAMPED FORM, FOR THE KINDS OF THINGS
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY MIGHT BE
INTERESTED IN DOING IN YOUR VERY OWN
PARKS HERE IN RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP.

4. FOLD THE FORM OVER, SEAL IT WITH A STRIP
OF TAPE AND DROP IT IN THE MAIL TO RETURN
TO US. WE'LL DO THE REST.

THE MORE PEOPLE THAT GIVE US THEIR OPINIONS

THIS WAY, THE BETTER IDEA WE WILL HAVE

ABOUT WHAT TO MAKE FOR YOU. (THE SURVEY

ALSO HELPS US GET FREE $3MONEY$$ FROM

GRANTS, SUBSIDIES AND GOVERNMENT

PROGRAMS, SO WE CAN PUT “YOUR TAX DOLLARS

TO WORK!”

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!
MARSHA HANNA
THE TOWNSHIP PARKS AND REC COMMITTEE

P.S. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO EVEN MORE, YOU
ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THE PARKS AND
RECREATION COMMITTEE, ON THE 15T MONDAY OF
EACH MONTH, 6:30 P.M. AT THE TOWNSHIP HALL.
WE HAVE SOME WORKDAYS SCHEDULED FOR MAY
16™, 30™, JUNE 13™ AND 20™, AT THE HALL. CALL
FOR DETAILS: JOHN ROGERS 331-4163; MARSHA
HANNA 258-6454; OR LEAVE A MESSAGE AT THE
TOWNSHIP HALL 258-2943.

RE-CYCLE CALL KALKASKA COUNTY RECYCLE
CENTER AT 231 258-3369 FOR MORE INFO.

OFFER YOUR HELP TO SOMEONE IN NEED.
CHOOSE TO BE HAPPY!



Rapid River Township Recreation Survey

Rapid River Township - Parks and Recreation Committee

The Township has two properties that can be used for public recreation. They include Croy Lake
Woods (80 acres) and the Township Hall ("long 10" acres). What do YOU think this township needs
for recreation facilities at these sites?

PLEASE SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS BY JUNE 1, 2009

Township Hall - 10 acres

Please check all that you would like to see and ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON FACILITIES
then prioritize your choices

X 1-2-3

__ Natural areas

___ Walking/hiking trails

___ Cross country skiing/ snowshoeing
___ Horse riding trails

____ Biking trails

____ Pavilion /picnic sites

Child play areas

Child play equipment

Baseball / Softball diamond
Soccer field

Frisbee Golf course

Basketball hoops

Community garden Please describe any recreation programs

that might be of interest to you or your household

sl

AN AN

SEWES

Croy Lake Woods - 80 acres

Please check all that you would like to see and
then prioritize your choices

__ ___ Natural areas

__ __ Walking/hiking trails

__ ___ Cross country skiing/ snowshoeing

__ ___ Horse riding trails ABOUT YOU check all that apply
__ ___ Fishing / Swimming Resident? __ Year round?
___ __ Pavilion /picnic sites Property Owner?
__ ___ Child play areas Number and age of people in your household:
____ ___ Child play equipment 18 and under please write in number
______ Baseball/ softball diamond 19-49
___ ___ Soccer field 50 and up
____ Frisbee Golf course Contact Information - OPTIONAL

____ Basketball hoops Name
__ ___ Community garden Phone

E-mail

Please write additional comments on the other
side, fold and tape closed. No stamps needed!




ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Want to know more? Parks Committee contact information is in your newsletter. Please call!

Rapid River Township

Parks and Recreation Committee
1010 Phelps Road

Kalkaska Ml 49646

Rapid River Township

Parks and Recreation Survey
1010 Phelps Road NE
Kalkaska Ml 49646-9429



Raw Data

1. Township Hall - 10 Acres Please check all that you would like to see

Horse Riding Trails 9 11%
Other, please specify 10 12%
Frisbee Golf Course 14 17%
Soccer Field 15 18%
Cross Country Skiing/Snowshoing 22 27%
Baseball/Softball Diamond 22 27%
Basketball Hoops 26 32%
Biking Trails 27 33%
Community Garden 28 34%
Natural Areas 42 51%
Child Play Areas 42 51%
Child Play Equipment 47 57%
Walking/Hiking Trails 48 59%
Pavilion/Picnic Sites 57 70%
2. Croy Lake Woods - 80 Acres Please check all that you would like to see

Soccer Field 10 75%
Other, please specify 11 85%
Baseball/Softball Diamond 13 52%
Basketball Hoops 14 21%
Horse Riding Trails 17 65%
Frisbee Golf Course 18 70%
Community Garden 19 37%
Child Play Equipment 29 36%
Child Play Areas 30 16%
Cross Country Skiing/Snowshoing 42 12%
Fishing/Swimming 53 22%
Pavilion/Picnic Sites 57 17%
Natural Areas 61 23%
Walking/Hiking Trails 69 14%
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3. Township Hall - 10 Acres Please prioritize the facilities you would like to see

Top number is the count of respondents
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent
of the total respondents selecting the
option.

Natural Areas

Walking/Hiking Trails

Cross Country Skiing/Snowshoing
Horse Riding Trails

Biking Trails

Pavilion/Picnic Sites

Child Play Areas

Child Play Equipment

Baseball/Softball Diamond

Soccer Field

Frisbee Golf Course

Basketball Hoops

Community Garden

14
47%

24%

7%

0%

16%

14

37%

23%

7%

23%

0%

12%

33%

20%

3
10%

28%

33%

20%

11%

18%

41%

12

41%

0%

0%

12%

8%

20%

6
20%
6
21%
3
20%
0
0%
6
32%
5
13%
2
9%
7
24%
5
38%
1
14%
3
38%
1
8%
3
20%

3
10%

14%

7%

0%

21%

11%

0%

14%

0%

14%

12%

0%

7%

3%

0%

7%

60%

11%

11%

14%

0%

0%

0%

0%

17%

7%

3%

3%

7%

0%

0%

3%

5%

7%

8%

14%

0%

8%

7%

0%

3%

0%

0%

0%

3%

0%

3%

15%

14%

12%

0%

0%

0%

0%

7%

0%

5%

0%

0%

0%

8%

14%

0%

0%

7%

0
0%

0%

7%

0%

0%

3%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

8%

0%

10

0
0%

3%

0%

0%

0%

0%

5%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

11

3%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

14%

0%

0%

0%

12

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

7%

13

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

8%

0%

Don't

Know

3%

3%

7%

20%

5%

3%

5%

3%

8%

14%

12%

8%

7%

11




4. Croy Lake Woods - 80 Acres Please prioritize the facilities you would like to see

Top number is the count of
respondents selecting the option.
Bottom % is percent of the total
respondents selecting the option.

Natural Areas

Walking/Hiking Trails

Cross Country Skiing/Snowshoing

Horse Riding Trails

Fishing/Swimming

Pavilion/Picnic Sites

Child Play Areas

Child Play Equipment

Baseball/Softball Diamond

Soccer Field

Frisbee Golf Course

Basketball Hoops

Community Garden

18

44%

15

31%

14%

0%

10

29%

11%

24%

0%

0%

0%

11%

0%

0%

6
15%
19
40%
3
10%
2
20%
6
17%
12
32%
0
0%
4
22%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
1
14%

7
17%

12%

31%

20%

17%

22%

29%

1

6%

0%

0

0%

0%

1

10%

29%

1
2%

6%

17%

0%

14%

14%

18%

28%

0%

0%

11%

0%

14%

4
10%

4%

7%

10%

11%

14%

12%

17%

11%

0%

0%

0%

0%

2
5%

2%

7%

0%

3%

3%

12%

11%

33%

17%

0%

20%

0%

0%

0%

0%

20%

0%

0%

0%

11%

22%

33%

22%

20%

0%

0%

0%

3%

0%

3%

3%

0%

0%

11%

0%

0%

20%

14%

0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
1
3%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
1
17%
2
22%
0
0%
1
14%

10

0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
2
20%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
1
11%
0
0%
1
11%
0
0%
0
0%

11

0%

0%

7%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

20%

0%

12

2%

2%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

17%

0%

0%

0%

13

2%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

11%

0%

0%

Don't

Know

2%

2%

3%

10%

3%

3%

6%

6%

11%

17%

11%

10%

14%

12




5. Addtional Comments on Facilities

36 Responses (Spelling errors have been corrected, but to ensure possible intent, the
recorder did not change any grammar or punctuation in the responses)

e A pavilion with fireplace and restrooms would be a plus, and sports fields would be great
for local sports teams

e | would like to see restrooms and drinking fountains there also. Benches for the
walking/hiking trails through out the trails

e What time period would this cover? 5 yr? Who would do the work? Residents or
contractors? What would the cost of each item we undertake

e Fishing is something a lot of people enjoy. I think a fish stocking program formed by a
raffle fund raiser would be a great idea. Have a fishing contest w/modest entry fee, food
concessions to give financial support to the program. Pizza donated by local businesses.
50/50 raffle on day of fishing contest. DNR would need to monitor for illegal activity.

e You’re doing a great job! Keep up the good work for our community.

e We are land owners up there and only visit in the summer, as our land is not accessible in
winter. We love it in Kalkaska, but feel we don not understand the wants or need of your
community. E would like to suggest that the land have multiple uses for different seasons
so they are used year round. All of your ideas are great! Thank you for asking

e Frisbee Golf is becoming very popular with the 20 and over crowd. It may be an
opportunity to pull in your next generation of home owners to become active with the
township.

e Isit possible to connect a bike trail to other bike trails in the surrounding areas? It would
be wonderful to create a bike trail network in the future.

e | have attended a number of meetings regarding new large scale business in the township
and all were met with a wave of negative response. | own many properties in surrounding
townships and pay more property tax dollars in this township than any other. I will not
support any improvements for the residents unless there is a change in the way new tax
base opportunities are viewed.

e Keep Croy Lake Woods Natural and Low people impact. Direct the higher people use of
a park to the town hall park.
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Have the 10 acre piece as sport picnic area. Have the 80 acres as a nature area. If
swimming is included do you nee to have life guards?

Good child play areas/equipment already located at school in Rapid City. My grandkids
called it the best playground ever! Why duplicate?

Property values are dropping- so should taxes!!! We can't afford any of this nonsense.
People need to be able to live-to survive. You can't squeeze money from a rock. If a
person cannot pay a $10 fee today, how can they pay $15 tomorrow? Don't ask for
monies for recreation when your people can't even survive. Kalkaska, Mancelona need
help!!! Then fun will follow.

We do need a nice place for families to have for picnics and family reunions and such.
How would it be funded? How will maintenance & care be paid for?? Everyone is
hurting financially. The last thing anyone wants is a higher tax bill. Many, including us,
just can't afford one more payment going up.

Have a yard sale to raise money for the hall. Do crafts.

Additional sports fields would be based on need; is there a shortage of baseball,
basketball or child play areas? How will this be paid for? 10 acres seems small for many
of these items.

Croy Lake is isolated enough that security of equipment and safety of walker/hikers &
kids may be an issue. Have some plan for periodic fix-up/clean up so it remains
attractive. ( both sites) Fishing might be made catch & release- it's a small lake. .or how
about a young kids fishing derby? These parks are a welcome addition to the township.
Hopefully they will become center for creating a sense of "community" in our area. |
would hope that some of the produce from a community garden might be used to donate
to elderly/needy folks in our area.

These two sites are quite different. For initial development, they seem best suited for the
areas checked.

Bathrooms really are a must have. Vending machines nearby would be great. Emergency
911 sonly phones would be great for no cell service or signal areas

Our property borders the Croy Lake Woods. Whom ever stripped the lumber made a big
mess Many logs left laying and lots of stumps.

This is so overly ambitious and citified as to boggle the mind. Will it conform to county
zoning? We don't have any yet. On 10 acres? You have got to be kidding! Build it out of
steel so it won't burn. Monitored? Insurance? Fenced? Liability insurance? Back stop?

dug outs/ bases? are you going to bus the players in? Give me a break, this isn't a college

14



campus. There are houses and neighbors. Quality of life, remember? Step back, take a
breath!

NONE! Looks like a future tax nightmare. Kalkaska County seems to already have
enough that nobody uses.

A pavilion with restrooms, a fireplace under cover, concrete floor, moveable picnic
tables, indoor electrical lighting under cover only. Only the basic play equipment swings,
slide, and teeter-totter. Adult size sand box. Garden with water & electrical. No lights

ANY RECREATION PLACE SHOULD BE SET UP FOR CHILDREN FIRST THEN
ADULTS LATER. WOULD LIKE TO SEE MOST OF THE AREA DESIGNATED TO
KIDS THEN OUTER AREAS FOR TRAILS. ETC.

Everything sounds wonderful. Will support fully

I would like to see our twsp. rec areas have facilities that would make it possible to have
fund raisers for special needs and wants of our twsp. | believe this would help to get the
people or R.R. Twsp. more involved.

Give area for family who are in meetings etc. to have other family-children play in a
natural open free area. Many other places have scheduled-structured games etc but no
free play. Grew up having Sunday afternoon picnics at Croy Lake. Wonderful to see it
revised.

Great to see this newsletter! Anything you/we do at the township areas would be good.
All are good ideas. | could potentially volunteer.

Family activities and organized groups would benefit greatly with the use of these
recreation facilities.

With the current state of our economy and we the people having to budget tightly, I
believe we should be very considerate of budgeting our Township funds and use this
money for necessary things.

Would rather see less on the tax bill (of course) but if the funds are there/available, it
should betaken advantage of. With Kalkaska and Rapid City so close, the use should be
as original as possible. We already have enough baseball diamonds, for instance.

How about none of the above. Just leave it alone. | like it the way it is now, don't
mutunize it, go live in the city if you want this.

We have rented the township hall a couple of times and would have liked a place for the

younger children to play. The pavilion/picnic sites would have bee another place for
family get together away from the other crowds. Consider handicap accessibility to some
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of these sites. We have parents in their 90's and it would be nice for them as well as
younger handicapped people.

Restroom facilities and drinking water availability

I’m not sure there is enough need for any recreation facilities at the Township Hall
property. | am not sure the expense is worth the facilities. | would like Rapid River
Township Board to support the ORV ordinance and leave all allowable roads open for
ORV use.

We are interested in small shopping area and country lodging. We would shop there
when in town.
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6. Please describe any recreation programs that might be of interest to you or
your household

13 Responses (Spelling errors have been corrected, but to ensure possible intent, the
recorder did not change any grammar or punctuation in the responses)

Gardens, soccer, Frisbee, having fun, hiking, biking, fishing, play sets
Mushroom Hunts, Food Raffles, Home Heating discounts, and Electricity discounts.
Activities at the hall. Like cards, crafts, get to know your neighbor, pot luck

Some residence might want areas to take their dogs. Based on need; this largest parcel
would be better suited for ball parks. Thanks for asking!!!

Quilting/knitting, crochet, bi weekly gatherings

There are no riding tracks for atv's in the area. This would be a great draw for weekend
tourists

How about we just let people alone to do their own thing on their own property on their
own time. We are fast approaching centralized government and don't see the need to rush
it at the township level.

NONE! No More Taxes

Classes for kids & adults. $5 resident of the twp. $20 non res. Archery, shooting,
tracking, sewing, gardening, woodworking, candle making, arts, dance, cards, community
potlucks, bbgs, fishing, canoe paddling.

I am a sports enthusiast and would love to see another disc golf/bball/childrens
playground area in a nice area outside of town. Log Lake is nice but reaching other areas
of the county would be great. Give the kids something to do.

Everything sounds wonderful. Will donate our time for both areas.

Clean natural areas with sitting areas and walk ways

This large area would be a great area for activities needing more space.
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7. About You check all that apply

Resident? 63 71%
Property Owner? 78 88%
Year Round? 58 65%
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8. Number and age of people in your household please write in number

18 and under

19 - 49
50 and up
17
50 and up
18
50 and up
19
18 and under
19 - 49
20
18 and under
19 - 49
21
50 and up
22
18 and under
19 - 49
23
50 and up
24
18 and under
19 - 49
50 and up
25

#H Response
18 and under
19 - 49
1
18 and under
19 - 49
2
50 and up
3
19 - 49
50 and up
4
50 and up
5
19 - 49
6
50 and up
7
50 and up
8
50 and up
9
50 and up
10
50 and up
11
50 and up
12
50 and up
13
50 and up
14
50 and up
15
50 and up
16

19



9. Contact Information - OPTIONAL

This data are suppressed to ensure confidentiality of the respondent.

20



FOREST AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Prepared By:

Antrim Conservation District
4820 Stover Road
Bellaire, Michigan 49615
231-533-8363

November 18, 2008

LANDOWNER - ADDRESS - PHONE .

RAPID RIVER TOWNSHIP
1010 Phelps Road
Kalkaska Michigan
231-258-2943

PROPERTY LOCATION

T.28N -R.08W
N ¥, NE Y%, Section 24
Rapid River Township

DESCRIPTION OF HOW TO FIND PARCEL FROM THE NEAREST TOWN
From Kaikaska travel North 6 miles on US 131. Travel East on Twin Lake Road 2 miles.
Travel South on Priest Road 1 mile. Property is on the West side of Priest road.
LANDOWNER GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THIS PARCEL

‘The landowner is 2 Unit of Government interested in applying best management

practices to the municipal foyest. Improving overall forest health and vigor, increasing
wildlife viewing opportuniti¢s, and improving recreational opportunities are specific

goalSM;(. V\Aw [1-14-08

Mike Meriwether Date

Landowner Date



MANAGEMENMT UNIT Ré6 ACRES 40

General Field Descriptions - This unit consist of plantation type red pine and makes up
half of the property. The pine is primarily pole sized (6-12 inches), well-stocked and
good quality.

Stand History

The plantation was established around 1958, Trees were machine planted in rows
approximately 6 feet apart. It appears that the plantation has received some thinning
treatments in the past.

The 2008 a thinning was conducted within the entire plantation. The thinning consisted
of some selective harvesting as well as row thinning. Basal areas were left at around 140
square feet.

Stand Statistics

Soils — 49B-Kalkaska sand

Stocking - averages 140 square feet of basal ares.
Age— 50

Diameter range — 6 — 12 inches

Map Symbol -R 6

RED PINE

Red pine is shade intolerant and long-lived; some stands reach 200 years of age, some
individual trees can survive 400 years. In commercial rotations, maximum ages are
generally between 60 and 120 years. Although it is possible to grow red pine in either
even aged or uneven-aged stands, even-aged silvicutural systems give better results
because red pine grows best in full sunlight,

In red pine plantations, tree quality is related to size, form, straightness, and a clean bole.
In managed stands, the poor quality trees should be removed though periodic thinning
that favoring the best quality crop trees. Thinning increases net vohmme yields and
financial returns by concentrating growth on the better trees and by harvesting suppressed
trees that might be lost to mortality. The thinning method used, timing, and its intensity
should be based on management objectives, economic factors, and stand conditions.

Even-aged stands managed near the recommended upper limit of stand density will have
less taper, smaller branch diameters, and a greater number of trees from which to select
the final crop trees. Crop trees should be low risk, free of defects, and vigorous. Stands
should have 100-500 acceptable Crop trees per acre.



Management Recommendations

This unit has recently received a second thinning (2008). Additional thinning is not
recommended at this time. Future thinning within this stand should consist of selective
type thinning where individual trees will be marked for harvest. Maintaining a minimum
stand density of 120 square feet of basal area is recommended. Management can be
aimed at producing utility poles and higher quality treated lumber products.

e No treatment recommended
» Review stand in 10 years for possible 3rd thinning

WILDLIFE

Red pine stands can provide significant wildlife habitat for a variety of wildlife species,
Encroaching hardwood in the under-story adds to the units ability to attract wildlife.
Conifer stands provide valuable winter habitat and are especially valuable when
contigunous with hardwood forests.

Hardwood tree and shrub development in the under-story should be a management goal if
wildlife is a primary objective. Selective thinning to minimum stocking levels and or
group selection will maximize the encroachment of hardwood species in the under-story.
These regeneration cuts can be considered at the next commercial harvest within this unit.

Group selection and thinning to low densities are recommended only where wildlife is
the over-riding management goal of these pine acres.

e Regular thinning in this plantation will benefit wildlife.
* Encourage plant diversity through aggressive thinning,
» Contact a forester for assistance in adjusting stocking levels for wildlife.

RECREATION AND AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS

Red and White pine stands are popular for hiking, camping and other recreational
activities especially when trees are large and fuily stocked. Management
recommendations for recreation should include long rotations to maintain a higher
proportion of the forest type in large, older growth trees. Management near upper
stocking limits will reduce the development of unwanted under story plants that may be
contradictory to the creation of wildlife habitat.

Recreation is considered a primary management goal on this parcel. Several woodland
trails have been flagged and in some cases trees have already been removed to facilitate
trail development (see trail map). Trails can be further developed by stump removal
followed by chipping.



Signage should also be considered and should include:

Loop distances
Walking times

Trial directional arrows
Benches

Other considerations might include educational interpretive signs. Low impact walking
trails are recommended. A sub-committee within the township has been formed to
address the recreational usage of the parcel.



MANAGEMENT UNIT M7 ACERS 15

General Field Description - This unit is considered a northern hardwood forest with
sugar maple, red maple, black cherry, basswood, beech and iron wood as the major tree
component. Some “second growth” characteristics were noted.

Stand Statistics

Soils — 49B-Kalkaska sand

Tree Quality — Fair, second growth characteristics
Tree Diameters — Ranges between 6 — 25 inches
Tree Densities - Total basal Area =113 sq. fi.

NORTHERN HARDWOOD FORESTS

Northern hardwood forests can be managed for several objectives including timber, water
protection, wildlife, recreation, or any combination of these. Long-range management
goals for this unit should be aimed at encouraging and quickly developing a size class
distribution capable of producing sustainable yields of high quality hardwood products.

Past extensive use of northern hardwood forests have left many stands in relatively poor
condition for intensive management. These kinds of stands are termed “second growth”
by many foresters. They are typically rather even-sized, pole-sized or smaller, with a
scattered over-story of poorly formed or defective saw logs. Stands are primarily sugar
maple but may be composed of any mixture of species; some stands have originated
mostly from sprouts.

Management Recommendations

Before unmanaged second growth pole stands can be brought under either even-age or
all-age management, their quality must be improved. Make an initial improvement cut
concentrating in the most abundant size class (5 — 9 inches dbh) also removing the most
defective and poor quality stems of all sizes. Only the most defective saw log-size trees
should be removed.

A cut that leaves 90 to 95 square feet in the residual stand with the major cut in the poles
is recommended. Subsequent cuts at 10 to 15 year intervals should be aim at an all-size
structure. In other words, creating and maintaining a stand that has a range of diameter
classes is the goal. ' '

This type of thinning recommendation can sometimes be difficult to accomplish given the
low value trees being recommended for removal. A mon-commercial thinning project
may need to be discussed for this unit. '



Management decisions in this unit should also consider recreational, educational and
aesthetics.

e Thin pole timber
¢ Harvest defective sawlogs

Marketing Northern Hardwood Forest

Northern hardwoods saw log products are generally sold by the thousand board feet,
pulpwood products are sold by the standard cord. Harvest areas need to contain enough
raw materials or have significant tree quality to attract prospective logging companies.
Currently good markets exist for northern hardwood species. This umit may NOT contain
enough raw material to attract industry buyers. Tree selection and the marketing of these
trees should be carefully considered. '

* Contact the Conservation District for non commercial projects.
¢ See Attachment (Selling standing timber)

WILDLIFE

Management Recommendations

In this stand favor species which are producing significant mast crops such as oak, beech
and cherry as well as those dead and dying trees which provide dening and feeding
opportunities. Brush from cutting operations can be piled to benefit wildlife.

For songbirds as well as small mammals, a variety of vegetative structure is the key to
success. Hardwood forests with herbaceous plants on the ground, shrubs and vines along
transition areas, and trees of different heights, sizes and shapes will provide nesting and
feeding spots for birds and mammals of almost any preference. Increasing under story
development through normal forest management activities is recommended.

* Thin as advised in forest management discussion



MANAGEMENT UNIT G1 ACRES 22

General Field Description ~ This unit is open to perennial grasses and weeds. Pin
chetry and black cherry and a few aspen are beginning to encroach on the open space.

Stand Statistics

Soils ~ 49B-Kalkaska sand -
Site Quality ~ Good upland site.

FOREST MANAGEMENT

No significant trees currently exist within this unit, It is likely that this field has been
. used for agricultural purposes in the past.

Management recommendations

TREE PLANTING

Red Pine Norway spruce, white spruce can be recommended is tree planting is an
objective. Hardwood trees and shrubs such as red and white oak, hazelnut, plum and
hawthorn can also be recommended where wildlife is a goal.

Site Preparation

A good job of site preparation should eliminate competition for light, water, and nutrients
without causing any serious risk of soil loss. Site preparation in the form of a plowed
furrow is recommended. Place trees in a plowed furrow 10-12 inches in width and 2-4
inches deep. A mechanical tree planter that plows a furrow and places the tree at the
same time is an acceptable form of site preparation on this site.

Seedling and Planting

The most reliable method of establishing red pine is to plant nursery grown trees.
Planting two year old, 4-8 inch bare root seedling stock has proven to be the most
successful here in Antrim County.

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

This wnit is providing excellent wildlife habitat in its current condition. Open areas can
provide valuable open space and grassland forage for many species of wildlife. Small
mammals and insects are most abundant in these areas opposed to more intensively



managed agricultural lands. The small mammals and insects that frequent these fields, in
turn, provide significant forage for predator species such as fox, coyote, and a variety of
raptors. Grassland habitats such as these are also critical to a number of birds that depend
on this cover type for nesting, raising young and forage. Forest openings also serve an
important function in spring: because they are first to “green up”. Browsing animals, big
and small, seek out these areas and utilize them for early spring nutritional needs after a
long winter.

Management Recommendations

Agricultural plantings of clover in rotations with small grains would be recommended if
game species such as white-tail deer, turkey, rabbit, and grouse are the primary target
species. Converting abandoned agricultural fields and grasslands to agricultural type
crops can be difficult and costly. There are many commercial food plot mixes on the
market today.

Supplemental tree and or shrub planting can also be recommended. Hazelnut, plam
hawthorn, dogwood and crabapple can be established along transitional areas and riparian
areas. Contact the conservation district to discuss intensive treatment options within this
unit.

¢ Plant 2000 assorted fruiting trees and or shrubs along transitional areas and
riparian areas.

RIPARIAN AREAS 3 acres

Approximately 3 acres of the property is considered lake or stream and their
corresponding riparian acreages. Croy Lake is the last of a series of small spring feed
lakes. These areas were not mapped as a management unit, however the water resources
are a significant asset to the parcel.

Riparian areas provide superior wildlife habitat and movement corridors because they are
next to a source of water, and in this case, consist of hardwood species, which provide a
food base (nectar, catkins, buds, fruit and seed) unavailable from surrounding habitats.
Riparian ecosystems also receive water, nutrients, and energy from adjoining water
resources an return nutrients and energy back to the ecosystem. Riparian areas are most
valuable when they extend to upland habitats.

Conventional tree harvesting and other disturbances can cause severe, perhaps irreparable
damage to sites characterized by steep slopes, wet soils, shallow soils, or other fragile
features associated with riparian areas. A riparian area is one of the most important types
of wildlife habitat and can provide a system of movement corridors that will mitigate the
effects of forest fragmentation by linking all the forest types of the region into a network.



Management of most riparian areas involves protection from human disturbances,
specifically road construction, lumbering, improper grazing, agriculture, stream
modifications and urbanization.




WORK PLAN CONSIDERATIONS FOR 2009

PARKING AREA - Construct parking lot. Gate access points
PROPERTY LINES - Mark property lines, put corner posts in.
DAY PARK — Create small day park with picnic tables and water source.

TRAILS - Discuss trails and there usage. Are trails appropriate for this parcel? Who
will use them? Who will maintain them?

Trails will need to have stumps removed in some locations. Chips may be needed in
some areas.

POLICIES — Discuss the townships ability to manage this property. Set policies for
usage such as: will you allow snowmobiles? Hunting? Day Park? Camping? Etc.

BUDGET - Discuss expenses for the parcel. Property is capable of generating revenues
as well. What will happen to the revenues?

OPEN GRASS LANDS - Do you want to plant trees, native grasses, maintain open
spaces as is?

HARDWOOD FOREST - Thinning has been recommended. May-be non-commercial.

OTHERS - Plant and animal inventories, stream monitoring, lake survey, ski trail
development,
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Soll Map-Kalkaska County, Michigan

Rapid River Township

Map Unit Legend

Kalkaska Cotinty; Michigan (VI079
498 Kalkaska sand, 0 to 6 percent slopes 82.0%
49C Kalkaska sand, & o 12 percent slopes 27 3.3%
86 Histosois and Aquents, ponded 1.4 1.7%
w Water 25 3.0%
Totals for Area of Interest 2.8 100.0%
LSDA  Natural Resources Web Soii Survey 2.1 11/17/2008

Conservation Service

Nationat Cooperative Sofl Survey
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